CHAPTER XIII
NATURAL GAS

WESTINGHOUSE was not the first man to bring natural
gas into Pittsburgh. At least two companies were operat-
ing there for a year or two before he became actively con-
cerned in the matter; but their operations were narrow
in conception and scope and crude in execution. Westing-
house saw the situation in* a large way and he saw it as an
engineer, and he changed it abruptly and fundamentally.
One of his associates in this development, a Pittsburgh
man, writes: "Mr. Westinghouse was the only man of all
those engaged in the natural-gas business who sized up the
situation and was willing to spend money to meet the
wants of the people in Pittsburgh and Allegheny City
and the vicinity." He organized the. Philadelphia Com-
pany with sufficient capital, and bought land in possible
gas fields and secured gas rights by lease on a royalty basis.
The large sums paid annually to the farmers in western
Pennsylvania for the rent of gas wells were an important
addition to the wealth of the region.

He organized the transportation of gas over consider-
able distances on a new plan. Gas was then piped in and
distributed in six-inch and eight-inch mains. Westinghouse
started at the wells with an eight-inch line. After four or
five miles this was stepped up to ten inches; then to twelve,
twenty, twenty-four, and thirty inches. Later, thirty-six-
inch pipe was, and is still, in use. At the points where the
gage of pipe changed there were safety valves, and men
were constantly on duty to watch the valves. Perhaps it
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